DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 387 710 CG 026 042
AUTHOR Wilson, John; And Others
TITLE Cal-Pal: A County-Wide Volunteer Service Program,
PUB DATE 93
NOTE 13p.
PUB TYPE Reports - Descriptive (141) -- Journal Articles (080)
JOURNAL CIT Iowa Journal of School Social Work; p75-85 May
1993
EDRS PRICE MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Adolescents; Children; Community Involvement;

*Community Services; Elementary Secondary Education;
*Friendship; *Rural Schools; *School Community
Relationship; Student Needs; *Student Welfare;
*Volunteers

IDENTIFIERS *California

ABSTRACT

The implementation and continuing growth of a
volunteer youth/adult match-up service, ,Cal-Pal, being provided in
seven rural communities are described in this article. School social
workers in these areas can collaborate with other school-based
personnel and community leaders to make such a service available. A
major benefit of the program is the growing number of youth who are
able to enjoy the opportunity of another friendship with a
responsible adult outside the family. The steps described in building
this service program can be used in other communities that are
interested in developing a volunteer youth and adult pal program.
Essential to the effectiveness of Cal-Pal is community consensus
between youth, parents, school and non-school leaders that a need
exists for an individual friendship program. Beyond being aware of
the need, a match-up program at the county level requires the
commitment of many people who make their time and talent available to
C..1-Pal service. Rural school social workers, by training and
experience, are able to play a part in building interdisciplinary
cooperation, assessing community needs, facilitating teamwork in
group planning, and supporting the ongoing goals of the developing
community service program. (RJM)
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